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Sgt. Major (Res.) Keren Tendler

Keren was always special — in life as in death. The 26-year-old r
graduate of ORT Rehovot and daughter of Rivana Tendler, an
English teacher at ORT Singalovsky High School in Tel Aviv.

Acccording to the history department of the Israeli Air Force, Keren was the only
female aircraft mechanic in the history of the helicopters of the Yasur type (Sigorski C
53) the first female to qualify as an aircraft mechanic on a Yassur helicopter and in
charge of rescue and evacuation. The helicopter on which she was serving as an
airborne mechanic was returning from transporting troops into south Lebanon, when it
was shot down by a Hezbollah rocket.

Keren Tendler had highly developed technical ability. One of the few females in a
class of over 30, her scores and achievements often outpaced the males. When she
applied for the mechanics track at ORT Rehovot, she told Victor Zilberstein, her 12™
grade homeroom teacher, “You’ll see, I will be not only the same as everyone else, |
will be better.” Beyond being known as an outstanding student, her teachers spoke of
her popularity, her willingness to help and how pleasant and cheerful she was.

When Keren heard that ORT Rehovot had an
agreement with the Air Force that allowed
students to enlist in technical jobs, she was
ecstatic. “She said that this would enable her to
really make use of what she had studied,”
Zilberstein said. After she enlisted, she was one
of the few, even among her male peers, who
managed to become an airborne mechanic.
Even after her discharge she did frequent
reserve duty.

“Keren was a real fighter. It was important for
her to take part in combat missions,” family
members said. She fought to be accepted into
the regular army and really loved her military
service. She insisted on doing reserve duty and
taking part in every mission — even in this war,
from which she did not return.

In an interview for the Air Force magazine four years ago when she was a First
Sergeant, she stated, “I see myself as a combat soldier just like the others. My aim is
to show other girls that they can do this job, too.”

ORT http://www.ort.org.il/en/scripts/article.asp?item=988268876




Keren, you were one of a kind, on your own in a typically male environment.
Surrounded by male combatants, by complex giant machines, by air and ground
forces, day and night in difficult weather: in the blazing heat and in the freezing cold,
on snowy mountains, at sea and in the desert, in a hostile land and at home. You knew
your mission and were determined to accomplish it.

You have left your mark, you have set new standards, you taught us that the small
body with a helmet and a pony tail was really a giant whose presence was a privilege
to us all. May your memory be blessed.

Brigadier-General Amir Eshel

IAF Chief of Staff
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